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Art. IV.—ACTION OF LOBELINA. 


By Isaac Ott, M. D. 


S OME time ago I published some experiments on the action 
of this alkaloid of Lobelia in data on lower animals. At 
that time I did not show that it was the active principle on 
which lobelia depends for its properties. 

Baratlier,* in experimenting with ten to forty drops of a 
tincture of lobelia, obtained the following results: soon after 
taking it there was burning in the throat, eructation, nausea 
with widening of the pupil, disposition to sleep, difficulty in 
breathing, oppression over the chest, and in large doses tu¬ 
multuous action of the heart, later sinking of the pulse, and 
after a few hours colic and fluid stools. 

With the assistance of Dr. J. B. Heller, I made on myself 
the following experiment: 
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As in the lower animals, it at first increases the respiratory 
action and temperature. It also reduces the heart beat, which 
subsequently exceeds the normal, and then recedes it nine 
beats below the normal. 

Like lobelia, it gives rise to nausea, emesis, prostration, di¬ 
latation of pupils, with disposition to sleep. Of course large 
doses would have a different effect. 

This experiment demonstrates that the active principle of 
Lobelia inflata islobelina, and that probably it is the only ac¬ 
tive principle. 


Art. V.—MITRAL STENOSIS; CEREBRAL EMBOL¬ 
ISM; LEFT HEMIPLEGIA, CEREBRAL 
SOFTENING, DEATH. 


By M. A. Wilson, M. I)., New York. 


[ Read October 21th, 1876, Before the Neurological Society, N. Y.] 

M EDICAL literature is rapidly becoming replete with cases 
which maybe included under the above heading, and the 
subjects of “Embolism” and “Thrombosis” are ones with which 
the profession are much more familar at the present time, 
than even but a very few years ago. 

It is within the recollection of the majority of physic!?' 
when all cases of sudden or unexpected death, wereconsic 
as due to “heart disease” or “apoplexy” alone; cerebral 



